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Lesson Title: The Gift of Prophecy and God’s Remnant Church  
For the Week: January 17-23, 2009
Prepared by: Pastor Nehemias V. Macatiag
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Memory Text: “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the 


rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony 


of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17, NKJV)
Goal: 

1. To clarify that God’s remnant through the ages is God’s bridge for the continuity of proclaiming His message to the lost world.

2. To show that God’s Remnant today has been privileged to have a Messenger in the personality of EG White and to proclaim the Gospel Message till the end of time.

3. To call on God’s Remnant to respond by to the task of proclamation and finishing of God’s work.
A. Introduction: 
The “Seventh-day Adventist Church is not just one church among many. It is a 

church prophetically foreseen. God has called this church into existence for a very 
specific purpose—to proclaim the three angels’ messages to a dying world.” GPfandl


Being a part of this movement embodies a realization not only of a privilege 


granted because of Christ’s grace but also of an enormous responsibility. We may see our 


weaknesses but be strong hearted the struggle is not ours but “of Christ.” He promised to 


be with us “even to the end of the earth.” For you fellow believers take heart because 


“our redemption draweth nigh.”
B. The Remnant:

1. Its History
a. The three types of Remnant according to OT:

i. Historical Remnant – these are the survivors of the Israel’s national catastrophe.

ii. Faithful Remnant – those who worshipped God and remained faithful at times during Israel’s history. i.e 1 Kings 19:18; Ezra 9:15

iii. Eschatological Remnant – the eschatological remnant will be a Messianic people who engage in a worldwide missionary outreach to gather all who will accept God’s message into a united community of faith and worship. 

Isaiah made it clear that “the Messiah (Isa. 9:6)” is the “foundation stone by which the new Israel will be built (Isa. 28:16) Not all who belong to ethnic Israel are true Israel. (Isa.10:22)
For Isaiah, “the spiritual characteristics of the faithful remnant are faith, trust and willing obedience to God and His Messiah(Isa. 1:18,19;7:9;53)

Source: Handbook of SDA Theology (The Remnant and the Three Angels Messages)pp.857-892
b. The Remnant of God in the New Testament (New Israel)

i. God sent Jesus to:
a. Gather the “lost sheep of the house Israel”. (Matt. 10:5,6; 15:24; Jer. 23:3-5)

b. To proclaim that His mission will benefit all peoples of the earth. John 12:32; 10:16
ii. Jesus verdict when Israel rejected Him as the Messiah. “Therefore say I unto you, ‘The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.’” (Matt. 21:43) His church (Matt. 16:18) would replace Israel.
iii. Christ’s church will experience a falling away because of the “man of Sin” (2 Thess. 2) which led many to fall away. Thus a reason for a remnant.

c. Post-Biblical Remnant – These religious groups has an “image of the remnant in the sense of bringing their contemporaries closer to the scriptures.” Ibid.880-883
i. Waldenses and Pre-Reformers – they “officially stressed the need for a return to the apostolic life of poverty and witnessing to the gospel.”
ii. Luther, Calvin, Zwingli – They “called for a fundamental return to the apostles’ teachings on church policies and redemption, based on the Bible alone.

iii. The Anabaptists – They “reinstituted the biblical baptism of believers and insisted on a faithful return to all scriptural teachings.”

iv. The Puritans – They “demanded expressed biblical warrant for all the details of church government and public worship.”

v. The German Pietist Movement – They taught about the “restoration of the teachings and lifestyle of the early church as described in the scriptures as well as recovery of the ethical motif of imitating Christ.”

vi. The Methodist movement – They “initiated a revival of the gospel stressing the experience of deliverance from sin.”

The Millerite Revival of the Advent hope – He “proclaimed the imminent return of Christ in glory.” 
2. God’s Remnant: Its Identifying Marks. Rev. 12:17
a. Keep the commandments of God

i. The true remnant obey the commandments of God 
b. Have the “Testimony of Jesus”

i. The “Testimony of Jesus” is Jesus personal testimony of Himself

ii. The “Testimony of Jesus” is the Spirit of Prophecy

iii. The Spirit of Prophecy is recognized to be given to Mrs. EG White and her messages supplements or magnifies the truth that is found in the Bible. 

C. Present Day Responsibilities

As Seventh-day Adventists, we believe that we are members of God’s remnant church. However, this identification with the remnant church does not accord us an exclusive status with God. We can be part of this corporate remnant and still be lost. Salvation is not guaranteed through membership in any church. We are saved as individuals, not as a church. It’s a great privilege and responsibility, being part of this church, because we have a sacred calling; but being a member of this church no more guarantees salvation than being a Hebrew in ancient Israel did (Jer. 8:20)
The “Seventh-day Adventist Church is not just one church among many. It is a church prophetically foreseen. God has called this church into existence for a very specific purpose—to proclaim the three angels’ messages to a dying world.”
