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Memory Text: “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 


ministries, but 
the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 


same God who works all in all” (1 Corinthians 12:4–6, NKJV).
Goal: 

1. To help members discover the importance of the Spiritual Gifts.
2. To help members appreciate the Spiritual Gifts

3. To call the church corporately and members individually to respond positively to God’s call to minister through the right use of the Spiritual Gifts.
OUTLINE

I. Introduction
Seventh-day Adventists believe in the existence of Spiritual Gifts. “We believe in the gifts of the Spirit, including prophecy, but we also believe that everything should be

tested by the Word of God.” GPfandl 
Spiritual Gifts are freely given and its importance and value can only be appreciated if its recipient correctly uses it to glorify God, and to edify, nurture and strengthen the church. When used for God’s ministry the recipient will grow spiritually. God promised that we will grow in grace if we will stay connected in Him.

II. The Gifts 

1. The Spiritual Gifts 
a. These Gifts were enumerated in the following texts.

i.       1 Corinthians 12:8-10

ii.  Romans 12:6-8

iii. 1 Corinthians 12:28-30

iv. Ephesians 4:11
b. Prophets were men and women who spoke the word of God to their generations. The emphasis in the prophetic gift was not on predicting the future (although this was one of the marks of a true messenger.) The gifts were not for “personal enjoyment or aggrandizement”, but was given for the benefit of body which is the church. 
c. “The existence of these gifts should serve as a constant reminder of our utter dependence upon the Lord in order for us to do the work He has called us to do.” GPfandl
2. The Functions of Spiritual Gifts
a. To build up the church

b. These were given “for the completion of the mission entrusted to the church.” i.  
      The nurture and edification of the church.
ii. The proclamation of the gospel to the world.
c. The purpose of the prophetic gift is to provide a means of communication between the Creator and His creatures.
3. The Tests of  a Prophet
a. Primary Tests of Prophetic Gift (Source: Handbook of SDA Theology p. 629-630)
i. To the Law and the Testimony - Deut. 13:1-5; Isa. 8:20 

ii. Prophets known by their Fruits – Matt. 7:15-20

iii. Fulfilled Predictions – Deut. 18:21-22, Jer. 28:9

iv. Prophet confesses Christ – 1 John 4:2,3 
b. Additional Tests of Prophetic Gifts (Source: Handbook of SDA Theology p. 630-631)
i. Physical Manifestations – similarity of the experiences in Daniel10 of Daniel; Numbers 24 with Balaam, Paul in Acts 9:3-8 and John in Rev. 1:17.
ii. Timeliness of the Prophetic Message - “messages given to God’s people in the Bible relate to their immediate situation and arrive precisely when needed for their guidance.” 
iii. Certainty and Fearlessness of the Messenger – Confidence in delivering God’s messages and cannot be intimidated by anyone. Jer. 1:17-19

iv. Elevated Spiritual Nature of the Message – The messages contain “high, dignified nature” and draws the mind to “lofty spiritual principles that will build and strengthen their relationship with God.”

v. Practical nature of the Messages – Paul emphasized the practical nature of God’s messages as recorded in the Scriptures. It is recorded in 2 Tim. 3:16-17. 

4. The Warnings against counterfeit gifts
a. False messengers who will show signs and miracles (Exo. 7:10, 20; 8:6) that may used the name of Jesus in order to give credibility to their workings. (Matt. 7:21-23)
b. Speaking in tongues (Source: Handbook of SDA Theology p. 616)
i. “Glossolalia” means unintelligible speech
ii. “xenoglossia” means speaking in an unlearned human language. 
“From this time forth the language of the disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in their native tongue or in a foreign language.”  {AA 39.2}

       III, 
      The Commitments (personal and corporate)
1.  Gifted people take the ordinary and make it extraordinary. . . . . Each is special and gifted in His eyes. It is up to us to use for Him what He has given us.
2. As a class, go over your answers to Sunday’s study. What kinds of gifts 
      are manifested in your local church? How can you take better advantage of 
     what you have? Most important, how are these gifts being used?
